
Township of Montclair Historic Preservation Plan Element 

Final Edits as Recommended by Historic Preservation Commission 

Wednesday November 7, 2016 

The edits detailed below were discussed and reviewed at the Special Meeting of the Historic 

Preservation Commission on October 20, 2016.  The edits were the result of input from the HP Plan 

Element Work Group, HPC and Planning Board members in attendance at the Special Meeting on 10/20, 

and members of the public. 

The following edits HAVE been incorporated into the HP Plan Element document as recommended by 

the HPC which is currently available for review.   

1. Cover Page: Identify the image on the cover.  Edgemont Memorial Park with Winged Victory 

sculpture by noted American sculptor, Charles Keck. 

2. Title Page: Change “Ray Pepi” to “Raymond M. Pepi” 

3. Acknowledgements Page:  

a. Remove (*) next to John Wynn’s name; did not participate with Work Group 

b. Change Kathleen Bennett to Kathleen M. Bennett 

c. Remove (*) next to Graham Petto’s name; served as support staff to Work Group, not a 

member of Work Group 

d. Add the following to Special Thanks: 

A. Mike Farrelly 

B. Elizabeth Shepherd 

C. Mary Delaney Krugman 

D. Lisanne Renner 

E. Jeanne Barker 

F. Montclair Historical Society 

4. Page 4: An acknowledgement of the Lenni Lenape presence would be appropriate.  Rephrase 

the sentence to: “Montclair's historic resources reflect is rich history of development from a rural 

European settlement built on Lenni Lenape lands to a vibrant suburban community.” 

5. Page 7-8: Add “Charles Platt” to list of prominent architects 

6. Page 8: Change date of Anderson Park from “1901” to “1903.”  On June 8, 1903, the Township 

deeded the land to Essex County. Before 1903 the land was privately held. 

7. Page 9: Change date of bond issue referendum from “1905” to “1906.”  See The Montclair 

Times, April 14, 1906, Vol. XXX, No. 1566, “All Park Sites Carried by Substantial Majorities,” pg. 1. 

8. Page 13: Change date of Township Parks Commission acquisition from “1905” to “1906.” See 

recommendation for “Page 9” 

9. Page 14: Change date of footnote #43 from “1910” to “1919” 

10. Page 14: Clarify reference to “Transit Village” reference to cite Bay Street station only.  

11. Page 15: Incorporate purpose of historic preservation ordinance following first paragraph: 

 Safeguard the heritage of Montclair by preserving resources within the Township which 

reflect elements of its cultural, social, economic and architectural history. 

 Encourage the continued use of historic and/or noteworthy buildings, structures, objects 

and sites and to facilitate their appropriate reuse. 



 Maintain and develop an appropriate and harmonious setting for the historic and 

architecturally significant buildings, structures, sites and districts within the Township. 

 Stabilize and improve property values within the Township. 

 Foster civic pride in the history and architecture of the Township. 

 Encourage proper maintenance of and reinvestment in buildings and structures within the 

Township. 

 Regulate appropriate alteration of historic sites as well as new construction within or near 

historic districts to ensure compatibility with the existing built environment and the Master 

Plan of the Township. 

 Discourage the unnecessary demolition or other destruction of historic resources. 

 Further the public's knowledge of the history and development of the Township as well as 

its appreciation of the Township's historic sites. 

 Enhance the visual and aesthetic character, diversity, continuity and interest in the 

Township and its neighborhoods. 

 Encourage beautification and private investment in the Township. 

 Promote the economic welfare of the Township through the preservation of its historic sites 

and landscapes. 

12. Page 20:  The first complete sentence on the page is confusing. Could be changed to:  “However, 

such properties will qualify if they are integral components of districts that meet the criteria or if 

they are identified as a ‘special category’ according to the National Register Evaluation criteria.”  

(www.archp.gov/nrcriteria.html) 

13. Page 24: Remove last part of sentence in SWM Plan Element discussion.  Change footnote 73 to 

indicate Trees ordinance adopted in 2012 under Ordinance No. O-12-44 

14. Page 57: The heading for 6.1.4 is to be revised to read “’Preservation Montclair’1982 Survey and 

the 1986 Historic Resources of Montclair Multiple Resource Area National Register Nomination” 

15. Page 57: The final paragraph of this page is to be updated to include reference to the 8 thematic 

listings contained within the 1986 Historic Resources of Montclair Multiple Resource Area 

National Register nomination.   

16. Page 59: Review dates of construction in table #6.  Should be changed to reflect dates of 

construction in Preservation Montclair survey forms as follows: 

a. Northeast School – Construction Date: 1936 

b. Glenfield School – Construction Date: 1896 (additions 1902-1929) 

It should be noted that footnote 100 on page 35 of the Plan Element explains the discrepancy of 

dates of construction in the document.  For consistency the Plan Element used all dates of 

construction from the Tax Assessment records.  There may be additional dates of construction, 

beyond those listed above that are subject to this discrepancy. 

17. Page 61: Review dates of construction in table #7.  Should be changed to reflect dates of 

construction in Preservation Montclair survey forms as follows: 

a. Upper Montclair Library – Construction Date: 1914 

b. Cliffside Hose #4 – Construction Date: 1901-1902 

It should be noted that footnote 100 on page 35 of the Plan Element explains the discrepancy of 

dates of construction in the document.  For consistency the Plan Element used all dates of 

construction from the Tax Assessment records.  There may be additional dates of construction, 

beyond those listed above that are subject to this discrepancy. 

http://www.archp.gov/nrcriteria.html


18. Page 68: Modify description to remove reference to Olmstead Brothers designing Edgemont 

Park.  The Olmsted Brothers firm did not design Edgemont Park. It was hired to examine the site, 

and field notes and recommendations were made, but the firm was not then hired to fully 

design the park. (See Job 3673, Edgemont Park, Box 260, Reel 218, Records of the Olmsted 

Associates, Manuscript Division, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C. Contains correspondence 

between Olmsted Brothers and Township of Montclair from May 4, 1909, to Sept. 21, 1909. 

Three related sketch plans are at the Frederick Law Olmsted National Historic Site in Brookline, 

Mass.) Olmsted Brothers was hired in 1919 to help the Town decide where to place its war 

memorial, but did not endorse Edgemont Park as the site, and was later dropped from the 

project. 

19. Page 72: Rename “Fairway Area” to “Fairway-Squire Hill-Yantacaw Area” 

20. Page 74: Rename “Greenview-Bellegrove Area” to “Fairway-Greenview-Bellegrove Area” 

21. Page 97: Under item 8.2, second bullet; the word “encourage” is to be replaced with the word 

“ensure” and the word “that” is to be eliminated. 

22. Page 99:  Under Item 1, letter “d”, remove “Township’s Public Works Division of the Department 

of Community Services: and “Public Works Division” from the paragraph. 

23. Page 102: Under Action Plan/Agenda Item #1, the following action item is to be added: 

Item Priority Timeframe 
(years) 

Responsibility Objective(s) 
Met 

Evaluate and proceed with 
previously prepared nomination 
report for the designation of the 
of the Town Center Historic 
District West Expansion 

High 1-3 
HPC/PB/Township 

Council 
1,3,4,5,7,8 

 

24. Page 103: Under Action Plan/Agenda Item #2, the following action item is to be added:  

Item Priority Timeframe 
(years) 

Responsibility Objective(s) 
Met 

Evaluate further legal options for 
reviewing exterior changes 
visible to the public of those 
historic resources that have not 
yet been Locally Landmarked 

High 1-3 
HPC/PB/Township 

Council 
1, 2, 5, 9 

 

   


