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MONTCLAIR NEW JERSEY

February 18 2014

The Council of the Township of Montclair in the County of Essex met in the Second Floor Conference
Room in the Municipal Building 205 ClaremoritAvnue foi Conference meeting at 700PM
Present Mayor Jackson Councilors Baskerville Hurlock McMahon Schlager and Spiller
Absent Deputy Mayor Russo

STATEMENT OF SUNSHINE NOTICE

ROLL CALL

Storm Related Activities

Receive Steve Wood Director Department of Community Services and Rob Bianco Superintendent Department
ofCommunity Services

Township Manager Marc Dashield reported that the Township has no salt supply at this time Mr Wood
announced that the municipality has experienced 16 snow storms this season Mr Wood and Mr Dashield are

creating a priority list in order to implement effective storm cleanup procedures beginning with catchbasins
Most of these actions will be carried out at night Staging areas to receive excess snow will be set up at different
geographic locations within the municipality Repairs of potholes may be out sourced to professionally equipped
contractors

Deputy Mayor Russo joined the meeting

Mayor Jackson stressed the need for additional communications between the Township and the public
regarding all phases ofa snow cleanup and removal program

Tax Assessments

Receive Joan Kozeniesky Tax Assessor

Ms Kozeniesky provided an update on current policies She reported that the cost of the last revaluation
was one million dollars while the reassessment was approximately 300000 A less costly and effective assessment
tool is the compliance plan recently conducted by the Tax Assessor and her staff Ms Kozeniesky noted that

compliance planning appears to be the wave of the future Benefits include the ability to affirm the value of a

property and to assist with the defense of tax appeals

Redevelopment

Receive Janiee Talley Director Dept ofFlanning and Community Development

Ms Talley outlined a proposal to study certain properties on Seymour Street Glenridge Avenue and

Lackawanna Plaza to determine if they should be designated as an area in need ofredevelopment

PROCLAMATION

On motion made by Mayor Jackson and duly seconded the following Proclamationwas adopted by
unanimous vote

WHEREAS Heart Month first celebrated in February 1964 following a proclamation by President Lymdon B

Johnson turns 50 thisyear and

WHEREAS Cardiovascular disease is the number one killer ofAmerican men and women responsible for one

out ofevery four deaths in the United States The month ofFebruary is designated each year as

American Heart Month providing an important reminder that it is never too early to take action to

improve our heart health and

WHEREAS All Americans should be aware ofrisk factors that can lead to heart disease including high blood

pressure high cholesterol diabetes obesity physical inactivity tobacco use and family history
and

WHEREAS In addition to practicing everyday habits such as eating a balanced diet maintaining a healthy
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weight limiting sodium consumption exercising regularly avoiding tobacco and moderating
alcohol intake we should also take advantage ofthe preventive care available such as potentially
lifesaving screenings including blood pressure diabetes cholesterol and body mass index and

counseling on quitting cooking losing weight and eating well and

WHEREAS This month we should dedicate ourselves to reduce the burden of heart disease by raising
awareness taking steps to improve our own heart health and encouraging our colleagues friends
and family to do the same now

therefore

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council ofthe Township ofMontclair that February 2014 be declared American Heart
Month and we encourage all Montclair residents to recognize and reaffirm our commitment to fighting
cardiovascular disease

PUBLIC COMMENT

Sandy Sorkin 3 Marquette Road asked if wire transfer debt service payments could be made available to
the public He also asked the percentage of tax appeals won by the municipality Mr Sorkin referenced how the

values determined by amunicipal assessment process compared with the data on Internet sites such as Zillow

Doug Nottingham a resident and an S permit holder protested a towing charge he received because he

parked on the street during a snow event However he stated that he was never made aware of the Townships
provision which precludes parking on the street during a snow storm Such permit holders may park in any

municipal lot

Harley Cook 65 Church Street stated that due to litigation and appeals brought by Mr R Grabowsky in

opposition to Mr Cooks assisted living project The Kensington the Township will lose substantial revenue He

requested that this Council ratify the zoning for the Kensington project thus allowing the project to move forward

Mayor Jackson indicated that the Council will consider all the information and respond to Mr Cook by the end of

the month

William Scott 23 Cedar Avenue asked why the Township wanted to move forward with the

redevelopment plan outlined by Ms Talley rather than consider other areas indicated in need ofredevelopment in

the Master Plan

Adam Moss Montclair State University student expressed concern regarding the lack of bike lanes on

certain streets in Montclair He also reported thatbecause of several snow falls bikers cannot use either the streets

or sidewalks not permissible by ordinance making it difficult to utilize a bicycle for transportation

On motion made by Councilor Sehlager and duly seconded the following resolution was adopted by
unanimous vote

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council ofthe Township of Mdntclair in the County ofEssex that said bills be

and they are hereby ordered paid and that warrants by drawn on the Treasurer to the order of such person for the

amount respectively as hereinafter statedrowit 39775096

TOWNSHIP MANAGERS REPORT

Preview March 4 2014 rtaeeting items

PENDING ORDINANCES

A Hearing on Ordinance amending the property maintenance code regulating the boarding up of

commercial storefronts014001
B Hearing on Ordinance amending MontclairCnter Gateway Redevelopment Plan Phase I014002
C Hearing on Bond Ordinance providing for improvements to Union Street and Park Street appropriating

1114197 therefor and authorizing issuance of1058487 bonds or notes to finance parr of the cost

014003
D Hearing on Bond Ordinance providing for various park projects in and by the Township appropriating

425000 therefor and authorizing the issuance of403750 bonds or notes to finance part of the cost

014004
E Hearing on Bond Ordinance providing for various road improvements in Montclair appropriating

2363292 therefor and authorizing issuance of2245127 bonds or notes to finance part of the cost

014005
F Hearing on Bond Ordinance providing a supplemental appropriation of945000 for the acquisition of a

new radio system in and by the Township and authorizing issuance of 897000 bonds or notes for

financing part ofthe appropriation O14006
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G Ordinance amending Chapter 347 ofthe Montclair Code to establish group home as prohibited use in the

R1 district014007
H Ordinance to amend Traffic Code no left turn on Normal Avenue at Carlisle Road014008

NEW BUSINESS ORDINANCES

IBond Ordinance to purchase snow removal equipment

J Ordinance amending Montclair Code 297 Article III Snow and Ice Removal

RESOLUTIONS

L Resolution transferring funds to accumulated absence trust fund
2 Resolution formally releasing 50 Pine Street Unit315 from Affordable Housing Deed

3 Resolution authorizing cancellation of disabled veteranstaxes

4 Resolution authorizing appointment to the Senior Citizens Advisory Committee

5 Resolution requesting the Planning Board io review certain properties on Seymour Street Glenridge
Avenue and Lackawanna Plaza to determine if they should be designated as an area in need of

redevelopment

DISCUSSION ITEMS

Budget

Mr Dashield announced the following budget schedule

Introduction March 18 2014

Departmental Hearings Saturday Apri15 2014900am and Apri18 2014

Hearings April 15 2014

Final Adoption May 6 2014

Extend2 Ca on Arbitration

The League ofMunicipalities has proposed that municipalities adopt the following resolution

WHEREAS on December 21 2010 Governor Christie signed into law reforms to the Arbitration process

that took effect January 1 2011 and

WHEREAS the zeforms capped arbitration awards on economic factors to no more than 2 provided for

random selection of arbitrators expedited the determination of awards required the arbitrator to provide a written

report detailing the weight accorded to each ofthe required considerations and expedited the appeal process and

WHEREAS these reforms marked a dramatic change to the arbitration process and have helped

municipalities to control theneverending rise in public safety personnel costs and

WHEREAS a key element ofthe reforms capping arbitration awards on economic factars to no more than

2of the property tax levy will expire on April 1 2014 and

WHEREAS while municipalities are statutorily limited to raise their property tax levy by no more than

2 with very limited exceptions failure to extend the 2 cap on interest arbitration awards will force

municipalities throughouttheState to further reduce or even eliminate crucial services and personnel and long
overdue infrastructure improvement projects in order to fund an arbitration award and

WHEREAS the 2Interest Arbitration cap has controlled one of the largest municipal expense public

safety salaries not only through arbitration awards but through contract negotiations and

WHEREAS absent further action by the Legislature any contract that expires on or after April 1 2014

will be subject to all new procedures and requirements EXCEPT the2 awards cap and

WHEREAS without those limits arbitrators will be able to impose awards that do not account for the 2

limit on the property tax levy which would immediately threaten funding for all other municipal services and

WHEREAS without the 2 cap on Interest Arbitration Awards but with the2 cap on property tax levy

local budget makers could be forced to reduce other essential municipal services to fund an arbitration award

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the governing body o the insert name ofmunicipality

strongly urges the Legislature to permanently extend the 2ro cap on interest arbitration awards prior to the April 1

2014 sunset and



29

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED tnat a copy of this duly adopted resolution be forwarded to Senate

President Stephen Sweeney Assembly Speaker Vincent Prieto the legislators of the insert municipalitysState

Legislature representatives Governor Chris Christie and the New Jersey State League ofMunicipalities

Councilor Baskerville questioned the flood plan maps for the Township which may result in possible
increases to homeowners insurance premiums

Mr Dashield announced that Standard Poors Ratings Services raised its rating on the Townships
outstanding general obligation GO debt by two notches to AA from AA This action is based on the local

GO criteria released September 12 2013 At the same time Standard Poors assigned its AA longtrm rating

to Montclairsseries 2014A and 2014B refunding bonds The outlook on all issues is stable

The rating reflects Standard Poors view ofthe Townships

Strong economy

Strong management
Very strong liquidity
Strong budgetary performance and

Strong institutional framework

At930PMon motion made by Mayor Jackson and duly seconded the following resolution was adopted

by unanimous vote

WHEREAS Section 8 ofthe Open Public Meetings Act Chapter 231 PL 1975 permits the exclusion of

the public from ameeting in certain circumstances and

WHEREAS the public body is ofthe opinion that such circumstances presently exist

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Council ofthe Township ofMontclair in the County of

Essex as follows

1 The public shall be excluded from discussion of and action upon the hereinafter specified subject

matters
2 The general nature of the subject matters to be discussed are as follows Police Matters and

Committee appointments
3 V4edo not anticipate that the matters discussed will be made public
4 This resolution shall take effect immediately

At 932 PM on motion made by Mayor Jackson znd duly seconded the Conference Meeting was

adjourned to Executive Session by unanimous vote

At 1051PM on motion made by Mayor Jackson and duly seconded the meeting was adjourned

by unanimous vote

DA S WANAT MUNICIPAL CLERK

ATTEST


