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MONTCLAIR, NEW JERSEY 

January 7, 2014 

The Council of the Township of Montclair, in the County of Essex, met in the Second Floor Conference 
Room in the Municipal Building, 205 Claremont Avenue, for Conference meeting at 7:00P.M. 
Present: Mayor Jackson, Deppty Mayor Russo, and Councilors Baskerville, Hurlock, McMahon, Schlager, and Spiller 
Absent: <None 

STATEMENT OF SUNSHINE NOTICE 

***** 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Joan Pransky thanked the Council for issuing a proclamation in honor of community activist and friend 
Nancy Winkler 

Patti Grunther, 34 Irving Street, expressed appreciation to all those who assisted individuals concerned with 
the sale of 45 Irving Street as transitional housing. She asked the Council to consider legislation which would address 
this issue. 

Councilor Baskerville reviewed steps in progress to this end. She noted that New Jersey land use laws are in 
transition and have been applied to prevent an excessive amount of non-traditional housing in residential areas. 

Ms. Grunther read an excerpt from a petition which will be presented to the Council in the future. 

"We are petitioning to ask for your commitment towards the goal of maintaining the 
family character of Montclair neighborhoods with RIIR2 zoning (as per the 2006 Montclair 
Master Plan whose mission statement cites the preservation of all residential one-family zones 
throughout the township, working to ensure the character of neighborhoods is maintained). 

We, the undersigned, are asking you to pass legislation that would provide limitations to 
the amount of non-conforming housing (i.e. housing designated as "group homes", "nursing 
homes", "transitional housing", "rooming/boarding houses," and other residential care 
facilities) within any one township ward until a more equitable distribution of such housing is 
realized across Montclair's four wards. 

In addition, we request that the legislation place clearly defined restrictions on the 
proximity that non-conforming houses' may have in relation to each other so as to avoid any one 
neighborhood being overly burdened, with resulting damage to a neighborhood's family character. 

We further petition you in your role as a City (Township) Council Member and/or 
Planning (Zoning) Board Member to support efforts to maintain the property at 45 Irving Street as 
a one-family residence, in light of the fact that there alread5' exists a group, home on the same 
street at a distance of less than 170 yards. This petition asserts our strong objection to the Planning 
(Zoning) Board granting a use variance (application) for the property at 45 Irving Street." 

William Scott, 23 Cedar Avenue, referenced a resolution adopted by the previous Council reaffirming the 
Township's policy that specialized housing and service uses be distributed evenly throughout the municipality, He 
reiterated a request to memorialize this policy by ordinance. 

Christine Kelly, 26 North Fullerton A venue, emphasized the importance of housing for individuals 
transitioning out of the foster care system. She reviewed trends to provide housing for this population in smaller 
facilities. 

Ms. Kelly stated t~at this is a matter of"distributive justice." She urged friends and neighbors not to make 
"uniformed assumptions" about such types of housing. 

Audrey Hawley, 17 Granada Place, believes that certain alternative housing facilities have been "sneaking 
into the community (particularly in the fourth ward)." She asked that the municipality be cognizant of these 
unlicensed facilities. • 

Jordan Shelley, 33 Irving Street, expressed concerns that many residents were unaware of the proposed 
purpose of the sale of 45 Irving Street. She asked that mechanisms be put in place to alert the community in a timely 
way. 

Michael Shelly, 33 Irving Street, supported the comments of earlier speakers. 

Boris Schaefer, 7 Irving Street, purchased a home in the south end knowing that alternative housing existt:d, 

Sarah Avery, 25 Irving Street, investigated CarePlus, the possible purchasers of the property. She noted that 
this non-profit organization realized $28 million in revenue in 2012 and $1 million in excess of expenses. She 
requested that the municipality review (e.g. financial audit) any 501(c)(3) entity proposing nonconforming housing in 
Montclair. 

****** 
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TOWNSHIP MANAGER'S REPORT 

Preview January 21, 2014 meeting items. 

PENDING ORDINANCES 

A. Hearing on Ordinance designating the "Montclair Heights reformed Church" (71 - Mt. Hebron Road) as 
a historical landmark pursuant to the Historic Preservation Ordinance of the Township of Montclair 
(0_13_072) 

B. Hearing on Ordinance designation the "Watch1mg Plaza Historic Business District" as a historical district 
pursuant to the Historic Preservation Ordinance of the Township of Montclair ( 0 _13 _ 073) 

C. Hearing on Capital Ordinance appropriating funds to purchase senior bus, rebuild snow plows, refurbish 
packers and purchase pistols and for various telecommunications equiptment (0 _13 _ 074) 

D. Hearing on Ordinance to amend Traffic Ordinance regarding parking on Wildwood Avenue (0_13_75) 

RESOLUTIONS 

1. Resolution authorizing renewal of Blue Cross/Blue Shield Health Insurance (R_14_001) 
2. Resolution authorizing renewal ofPerscription Insurance through Bolinger (R_14_002) 
3. Resolution authorizing Parking Management Contract with Propark (R_14_003) 
4. Resolution authorizing contract for Historic Preservation Consultant Services for 2014 (R_14_004) 
5. Resolution authorizing professional services contract with Bond Attorney (R_14_005) 
6. Withdrawn 
7. Resolution authorizing purchase contracts with certain approved Morris County Cooperative Council 

Contract Vendors pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A: 11-10 (R_14_007) 
8. Resolution authorizing purchase contracts with certain approved State contract vendors pursuant to 

N.J.S.A. 40A:11-12a (R_l4_008) 

****** 

DISCUSSION ITEMS 

• Status of Salt 

Township Manager, Marc Dashield provided an update. The Municipality is seeking other salt providers due 
to the lack of delivery by the original provider (International Salt). Essex County is working with Montclair 
to provide assistance. 

• HomeCorp 

Beverly Riddick, Executive Director and Bill McCahill requested $225,000 from the Housing Trust Fund to 
acquire 127 Valley Road for a six unit town home development. She noted that Homecorp has been awarded 
$413,000 from the state to assist with this project. Several Council members asked ifthis organization 
considered the purchase of existing housing stock in the municipality. Mayor Jackson expressed concern 
regarding the per foot cost of"stick built" construction (approximately $200 per square feet). Ms. Riddick 
noted that HomeCorp is also investigating modular construction. 

• Consultant Services 

The Council discussed the hiring of a media consultant firm to provide public relations efforts within the 
Township. The Council will discuss this at the January 21st Council Meeting. 

a) Health Insurance Renewal 
b) Window Ordinance 
c) Interim safety improvements at Bloomfield Avenue and Lloyd Road/Parkhurst Place. 
d) Lloyd Road/Bloomfield Avenue signalization cost-sharing agreement with Essex County. 
e) PSEG sodium light poles. 

****** 

On motion made by Mayor Jackson and duly seconded, the following resolution was adopted by 
unanimous vote: 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council ofthe Township ofMontclair, in.the County ofEssex, that SHARON 
SANDUSKY, is hereby RE-APPOINTED to serve as a member of the SENOIR CITIZENS ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE for a term commencing immediately and terminating December 31, 2016. (R-13-230) 
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****** 
At 9:35P.M. on motion made by Mayor Jackson and duly seconded, the meeting was adjourned 

by unanimous vote. 

ATTEST: 

MAYOR 


