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MONTCLAIR NEW JERSEY

Apri12 2013

The Council ofthe Township ofMontclair in the County of Essex met in the Second Floor
Conference Room of the Municipal Building 205 Claremont Avenue for a Conference Meeting at 700PM
Present Mayor Jackson Deputy Mayor Russo and Councilors Baskerville Hurlock McMahon Schlager and
Spiller
Absent None

STATEMENT OF SUNSHINE NOTICE

PROCLAMATION

On motion made by Deputy Mayor Russo and duly seconded the following proclamation was adoptedby unanimous vote

WHEREAS Homes of Montclair Ecumenical Corp HOMECorp is a community based nonprofit
organization located in Montclair which was founded in 1988 by a group of clergy and local
residents who joined together to reverse residential displacement through creation of an

organization that develops permanently affordable housing for families who need it most and

WHEREAS HOMECorpsorganization mission is to provide safe decent permanently affordable homes in
Montclair and to promote neighborhood development and

WHEREAS Over the past twentyfive years HOMECorp has been the only communitybasednonprofit
organization in Montclair that spends all ofits time and resources providing affordable housing
To date HOMECorp has acquired and developed 100 units ofhousing affordable to low
moderate and middle income residents HOMECorp preserves the community by providing
housing choices for all residents now therefore

BE IT RESOLVED that the Mayor and Council of the Township ofMontclair in the County ofEssex
congratulate Homes of Montclair Ecumenical Corp on the occasion of their 25s Anniversary commend the
significant contributions they have made to Montclairscommunity life and extend best wishes and continued
success in the years that lie ahead

Deputy Mayor Russo presented the proclamation to Beverly Riddick Director who accepted on behalf
of HOMECorp She invited the Council and Montclair residents to attend a gala 25s anniversary celebration on

April 25 2013

NEWBUSINESS ORDINANCEFIRSTREADINGINTRODUCTION

Mayor Jackson introduced the following ordinance and made a motion which was duly seconded that
it pass first reading and be further considered for final passage at a regular meeting of the Township Council to
be held on April 16 2013

ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MONTCLAIRCOUNTY OF ESSEX STATE OF NEW JERSEY
APPROVING THE TRANSFER OF A FINANCIAL AGREEMENT FROM DCH URBAN RENEWAL
LLC TO MAP URBAN RENEWAL LLC01311

The motion was adopted by unanimous vote

NEW BUSINESS RESOLUTIONS

On motion made by Mayor Jackson and duly seconded the following ResolutionR1360was

adopted by unanimous vote

WHEREAS in June 2009 the US Department ofHousing and Urban Development HUD
joined with the US Department of Transportation and the Environmental Protection Agency to create an

Interagency Partnership for Sustainable Communities In the context ofthe federal partnership HUD created
the Sustainable Communities Regional Planning Grant Program in an effort to support metropolitan and

multijurisdictional planning efforts that integrate housing land use economic and workforce development
transportation infrastructure plans and to empower jurisdictions to consider the interdependent challenges of

economic growth and revitalization access to opportunity public health and environmental impact
simultaneously and
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WHEREAS in November 2011 a groupconsisting of Rutgers University the North JerseyTransportation Authority NJTPA NJ TRANSIT the Office for Planning Advocacy and others received a 5
million grant from the US Department of Housing and Urban Development to create TOGETHER North Jerseywhich will guide the development of aRegional Plan for Sustainable Development RPSD for the 13county
NJTPA region and

WHEREAS the purpose of this planning effort is to enhance coordinate and expand existingplanning workbeing conducted at the local county regional and state level to address economic growth
development transportation access to jobs and housing and other interrelated factors and

WHEREAS the grant requires that TOGETHER North Jersey participants sign a Memorandum of
Understanding that explains the benefits and responsibilities of membership and identifies the processes and
procedures that will govern the business ofthe Consortium and

WHEREAS membership in the TOGETHER North Jersey is voluntary and open to any public
jurisdiction agency or authoritynongovernmental organization neighborhood association community and
faithbased organization private corporation or company or educational institution located in or serving
Bergen Essex Hudson Hunterdon Middlesex Monmouth Morris Ocean Passaic Somerset Sussex Union
and Warren Counties and

WHEREAS local government participation in this effort is critical for its success now therefore

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council ofthe Township of Montclair agrees to
1 Join TOGETHER North Jersey
2 Authorize signature of the TOGETHER North Jersey Memorandum ofUnderstanding and
3 Work collaboratively with the other members of TOGETHER North Jersey and the public to a create a

comprehensive and balanced vision for the regionsfuture in which the economy housing market
transportation and infrastructure systems advance and sustain a high quality of life for all the regions
residents and ensure the competitiveness ofour businesses and industries without endangering natural

resources and b develop a plan that makes the region attractive to both public and privatesector
investment that encourages residential and business growth in areas that can support growth and
choose to do so

On motion made by Mayor Jackson and duly seconded the following ResolutionR1361 was adopted
by unanimous vote

WHEREAS the governing body of Montclair desires to apply for and obtain a Together North Jersey Local
Demonstration Project Program grant from the North Jersey Sustainable Communities Consortium and

WHEREAS the scope of the proposed project is to prepare a Complete Streets Corridor Plan for
Bloomfield Avenue that will evaluate the Bloomfield Avenue corridor from the Garden State Parkway in
Bloomfield to Verona to determine its ability to incorporate complete streets design concepts and

WHEREAS in order to obtain such a grant it is necessary that the participating municipalities submit
a resolution in support ofthe application which is due on Apri19 2013 and

WHEREAS the Township will leverage its resources to complete the project through the provision of
inkind services and technical assistance now therefore

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council ofthe Township ofMontclair that it fully supports the grant
application and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Mayor and the Manager are hereby authorized and directed to

execute any and all documents necessary for the submission and completion of such an application on behalf of
the Township of Montclair and

TOWNSHIP MANAGERSREPORT

Preview Anri19 meetin items

1 Hearing on pending Ordinance to establish a CAP Bank regarding the 2013 Municipal
Budget appropriation limits NJSA 40A44514013010

2 Introduce Zoning Ordinance amendment regarding Community Gardens

3 Introduce ordinance to amend TrafficParking Ordinance re 2 hour limit Park Street and
Gordonhurst and Victoria Terrace

4 Ordinance amending Montclair Center Gateway Redevelopment Plan Phase 1

5 Introduction of2012 thru 2014 OPEIU Salary Ordinance
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6 Introduction ofamended 2012 thru 2014 OPEIU School Crossing Guards Salary Ordinance
7 Award of contract for Glenridge Avenue Section 1

8 Withdrawn Resolution authorizing execution of an Interlocal Services Agreement
between the Township ofMontclair and the Township ofNutley for professional public
health nursing services

9 Resolution awarding contract for 2013 spring tree planting
10 Resolution authorizing execution ofthe Consent decree for settlement in the action of

Occidental Chemical

11 Resolution authorizing renewal ofcontracts for repair and maintenance ofFire
Department vehicles and apparatus

12 Resolution requesting extension of NJDEP Green Acres Project Agreement for Edgemont
Pond Dredging and wall improvements

13 Resolution authorizing appointments to the Animal Welfare Advisory Committee
14 Resolution referring proposed Talbot Street project to Affordable Housing Commission
15 Minutes ofMarch 12
16 Proclamation declaring Month of the Young Child
17 Budget hearings Library Police

Sandy Sorkin 3 Marquette Road asked the present value ofTownship owned land under the
DCH parking deck Answer 12 million He also asked for the discount rate utilized in the
calculation Answer 5 Mr Sorkin questioned the policy of moving contaminated soil from
Edgemont Park dredging to clean areas in the park

Township Attorneys Report

Township Attorney reported that a recent lawsuit has been settled successfully Selmon vs Montclair

Municipal Clerk

In response to acitizensconcern regarding a film shoot Township Clerk Linda Wanat shared the
procedures utilized by the Township to ensure that both the needs ofresidentsbusiness owners and production
companies have been met She thanked Councilor Baskerville for bringing this to her attention and will ask that
the police enforce all procedures to keep businesses from being disrupted during a filming

BUDGET HEARING

Township Manager Marc Dashield offered that a balanced approach to budgeting was utilized for

year2013

NEW BUDG1TFIAMEWORK
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MUNICIPAL COURT Receive Judge Insley and Joyce Hayes Court Administrator
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Ms Hayes read the following Mission Statement

To provide quality justice and quality customer service by resolving disputes in a fair just timely and
efficient manner and to guarantee equal justice equal protection and due process under the law

We are a Court committed to the core values that represent our organization Independence Integrity
Fairness and Quality Service

Judge Insley thanked the Council for the honor ofrepresenting the Township through the court system
He explained several new programs in conjunction with Montclair State University Judge Insley noted an

increase in caseloads and income Request one fulltime employee
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PLANNINGZONING
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PLANNINGZONING

Receive Janice Tally Director

Ms Talley presented the following

RE 2013 Budget Proposal for Department ofPlanning and Community Development
Program and Activity Statements

Department ofPlanning and Community Development

Program Statement The purpose of the Department of Planning and Community Development is to plan
coordinate and implement all matters pertaining to land use planning and community development in
order to guide residents businesses developers Township staff and the Township Council so they can

make informed development decisions

1 Planning Board Administration Activity Statement The purpose ofPlanning Board administration is
to coordinate the development application process meet with developers and property owners to discuss
development issues review applications for development and prepare reports to the Board attend
Planning Board meetings and prepare minutes adopt and maintain the Townshipsvarious Master Plan

elements including redevelopment plans review and amend the Townships land development
ordinances as necessary and proactively address planning issues so that the Planning Board can make
informed decisions on planning and zoning matters Activity at the Planning Board has increased slightly in
2012 with a total of22 applications processed during the course of the year compared to 15 applications in
2011

2 Zoning Board of Adjustment Administration Activity Statement The purpose of Zoning Board of

Adjustment administration is to coordinate the development application process review development
applications and prepare reports to the Board so that the Zoning Board of Adjustment can make informed
decisions on land use and zoning matters Activity at the Zoning Board ofAdjustment has increased

slightly in 2012 with a total of 36 applications processed during the course of the year compared to 33

applications in 2011

3 Historic Preservation Administration Activity Statement The purpose of the Historic Preservation
administration is to produce reports associated with historic preservation review applications for

Certificates ofAppropriateness and prepare reports to the Commission and approving Boards and provide
professional assistance to the Historic Preservation Commission Township officials Township staff
developers and property owners so that land development activities in historic districts and on historic

sites develop land in a manner consistent with the Townshipshistoric character The HPC is the

approving authority for all signs awnings and faade changes on historic properties and in historic

districts The HPC processed 91 applications in 2012 a significant increase from the 46

applications in 2011 This increase is caused in large part by increased enforcement measures

to ensure that improvements to properties within the historic districts receive approval from the
HPC The Department drafted new procedures for the Historic Preservation Commission which should

be adopted by the end ofthe year The new procedures create a minor application process which

will reduce the number of applications requiring HPC hearings

The Township received a grant from the New Jersey Historic Trust to prepare a historic district

nomination report for the Watchung Plaza business district which has been completed The

community outreach and public hearings on this nomination will be conducted in 2013 A second

grant was received to fund a historic preservation newsletter which has been completed
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4 Zoning Administration Activity Statement The purpose of Zoning Administration is to provideprofessional assistance to property owners developers and other interested parties on the zoning requirementsfor specific properties so land can be developed in a manner consistent with the TownshipsMaster Plan A
total of 93 zoning permits were granted through November 28 2012 a significant increase from
the 47 permits issued in 2011 This is a result of new procedures established which require zoningpermits for items such as fences accessory structures and generators The Zoning Subcommittee
met to discuss the development of revised zoning and development requirements Additional
meetings were held with the various business district organizations to discuss changes to the signage
ordinance These changes have been placed on hold until the new Unified Land Use and Circulation
Plan is completed which will be in early 2013 Anew Zoning Map will be needed in 2013 to
incorporate anticipated changes
5 Master Plan Administration Activity Statement The purpose of Master Plan
administration is to produce master plan reexamination reports master plan studies and elements of the
master plan in concert with the Planning Board and other interested entities so that development activities
and capital project decisions are made in a manner consistent with the Townshipsoverall development
policies In 2010 the Township received a grant from the New Jersey Department of Transportation
to prepare anew Unified Land Use and Circulation Element of the Master Plan In 2011 meetings
were held with community stakeholders and four Master Plan workshops were held to solicit public
input in the preparation of a new Unified Land Use and Circulation Element of the Master Plan
A background report was prepared and issued to the public setting the stage for various
development scenarios that are being developed by the Consultant These development scenarios
were evaluated by the subcommittee in 2012 and the public hearings to adopt the plan will take placein 2013

6 Community Development Administration Activity Statement The purpose of Community
Development administration is to provide assistance to local nonprofit organizations and Township
departments to work with the Township Council in obtaining Community Development Block Grants so they
can provide necessary programs and services to the Townshipslow and moderateincome population In
2011 CDBG funding was reduced by 16 percent and totaled 407000 This funding was further
reduced in 2012 to 321727 The Township funded eight projects including two Township projects
and six projects for service providers Funding levels for 2013 are unknown at this time as the
federal government has not allocated funding to the CDBG program

7 Housing Administration Activity Statement The purpose ofHousing administration is to develop and

implement the Townshipsaffordable housing policies including collection and distribution of funds from the
TownshipsHousing Trust Fund working in coordination with the Housing Commission and the Township
Council so the Townships affordable housing policies and funds are appropriately implemented
Affordable housing projects are administered by the Department of Planning but are funded through
the Housing Trust Fund In 2012 the TownshipsHousing Administrator completed an assessment and

the required online registration of the affordable units included in the TownshipsHousing Element
and Fair Share Plan In addition the Township purchased 3 affordable units in the Montclair Mews

through the Extension of Affordability Controls program The Housing Commission has

requested that the Township provide a stipend of approximately 2000 per year in order to retain a

secretary to take minutes

8 Redevelopment Administration Activity Statement The purpose of Redevelopment administration
is to provide assistance to the Township Council and Planning Board in coordinating the redevelopment
process including the preparation of redevelopment studies and redevelopment plans and the
implementation of redevelopment plans so that land development in targeted areas is consistent with the

Townshipsgoals and objectives In 2013 the Townships redevelopment efforts are expected to
continue with thereevaluation and possible expansion of the Montclair Center Gateway Phase 2

redevelopment area The budget includes 30000 for the preparation of a redevelopment plan for this

area

9 Special Projects Administration Activity Statement The purpose of Special Projects administration

is to coordinate the implementation of special projects such as cleanup and reuse of contaminated sites
to provide assistance to the property owners and Township officials so that land is developed in a manner

consistent with the Townshipsgoals and objectives
Anticipated special projects administered by the Department in 2013 include the cleanup of the former

gas station at 399 Orange Road

Building OfficeUniform Construction Code

Program Statement The purpose of the Building Office is to administer and enforce the Uniform

Construction Code which includes codes pertaining to building plumbing electrical fire safety and

elevators to residents businesses and property owners concerning construction activities so that these

improvements meet mandated safety and health requirements
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1 Inspection Program Activity Statement The purpose of the Inspection program is to inspect
construction activities on behalf of residents property owners businesses and developers to ensure
that they are consistent with Statemandated safety requirements There have been significant changes
in the Building Office with the replacement of Robert OConner with Sam Souza as
Construction Official starting June 1 2012 One change has been the hiring of parttime Fire and

Plumbing Sub Code Inspectors to fill in for the regular Fire and Pluming Sub Code Official when he
is on vacation or sick This was a major issue previously leading to extensive delays in
inspections As of the end ofNovember 2012 the Building Office conducted 7223 inspections
which is slightly less than the number of inspections conducted in 2011

2 Building Permit Activity Statement The purpose of the Building Permit program is to coordinate
and oversee the issuance of building permits to residents businesses property owners and developers so that
improvements are made consistent with State mandated safety requirements The Building Office
processed 2273 building permits through November 29 2012 which is an increase from the 1901
permits processed for the same time period in 2011 The Office has afulltime secretary one full
time clerk and aparttime clerk to process permits The parttime clerk works less than ten hours per
week in the department The office secretary is severely overtaxed and needs additional relief The
parttime clerical position should be replaced with afulltime assistant to help process applications in
amore timeefficient manner This assistantshould be familiar with code requirements and be willing
to train as a Technical Assistant

3 Certificates Activity Statement The purpose of the Certificates program is to issue certificates of
occupancy and certificates ofapproval to residents businesses property owners and developers to ensure
that their properties are developed consistent with State and Township regulations The Construction
department issued 61 certificates of occupancy through November in 2012 down from 89 certificates
of occupancy over the same time period in 2011 A significant concern is the departmentsdelay in
issuing certificates of approval which declined from 882 through November in 2011 to 303 over
the same period in 2012 The office secretary has not been able to issue certificates of approval in a

timely manner because of her heavy workload

4 OPRA Activity Statement The purpose ofthe OPRA activity is to provide requested documentation to
residents businesses property owners and developers in order to provide transparency to the public of
governmental actions The number of OPRA requests received by the Building Office has increased
significantly creating an enormous burden on administrative staff The Department handled
approximately 100 OPRA requests per year in 2010 which has increased to over 500 requests in
2012 Responding to these requests takes up a lot of clerical time and is largely by the part
time office clerk who cannot respond to the requests in a timely fashion and also complete the other
required administrative duties For example the staff has not had time to followup on permit fees for
annual elevator inspections leaving over 23000 in uncollected fees The purchase of another Spatial
Data license and another computer permitting the public to access records plus changing the
parttime clerical position afulltime position would improve efficiency and operations in the

Building Office

WATER AND SEWER UTILITY
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WATER AND SEWER UTILITY

Receive Gary Obszarney Director

Mr Obszarney reviewed conditions created by Hurricane Sandy He indicated that this department has

applied for financial support from FEMA for generators etc

COUNCIL COMMENTS

Councilor Spiller presented arequest from the Environmental Commission for an expense allocation of

2000

Councilor Baskerville speaking on behalf of the CommunicationsServicesSubcommittee suggested
that the Council look into the cost ofdelivery ofservices management salaries etc

Mayor Jackson reported that the Board ofSchool Estimate is considering shared grant writer services

with the Board ofEducation

Deputy Mayor Russo noted the IDEA app concept as it applies to the municipality

At958PMon motion made by Mayor Jackson and duly seconded the Conference Meeting was

adjourned to Executive Session by unanimous vote

At 10 26 PMon motiola made by Mayor Jackson and duly seconded the Conference Meeting was

adjourned by unanimous vote

ATTEST

INDA S WANAT MUNICIPAL CLERK

Employee lYends 21109 2413


